IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 



1. (previously presented) Method of recording information in units 
\ on a record carrier having a track for consecutively recording the 
information units at a/dressable locations, the information being 
represented in the trafck by series of marks of different runlengths 
between a minimum run/length and a maximum runlength and 
synchronizing patterns of marks, which patterns do not occur in the 
series of marks and/comprise at least one long mark of at least the 
maximum runlength, /said method comprising: 

(a) encoding at le/ast one information unit into a modulated signal 
comprising signal/ elements corresponding to said marks, 

(b) scanning saii track up to a link position before a selected one 
of said addresscijle locations, and. 

{c) recording tie modulated signal from the link position, 
Gharaotcrigcd in that 

(d) the modulated signal is provided at the begin and/or at the end 
with a link signal element cc?rresponding to a link mark of at most 
the minimum rmnlength. 

2. (previously presented) Method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
link signal Jlement cprresponds to a mark shorter than the minimum 
runlength. 

3. (currently amended) Device for;. recording information in units on 
a record cirrier-HW having, a track-W for consecutively 
recording ihe information units at addressable locations, the 
informatioL being represented, in the. track-W by series of marks 
of differint . runlengths between a minimum runlength and a maximum 
runlengthland synchronizing patterns-^, of marks, which patterns 



V 



do not occur in the series pf marks and comprise at least one long 
iaark-f#if of at least the liximum runlength, said device comprising 

encoding means (28.29)/ for encoding at least one information 
unit into a modulated signil comprising signal elements 
corresponding to said marks, and 

recording means [20,tl,22,? ^ ) for scanning said track up to a 
link position before a selected one of said addressable locations 
and recording the modulated signal from the link position, 
chaiauLL.iizcd in thnt thie encoding means (20,20) are arranged for 
providing the modulated/ signal at the begin and/or at the end with 
a link signal element Corresponding to a link mark-fW of at most 
the minimum runlength./ 

4. (currently amendedl Device as claimed in. claim 3, wherein said 
runlengths are expressed in steps of .a channel bit, and the 
encoding means (28, a( ) ). are arranged for providing the link signal 
element corresponding to .a link, mark-^ one channel bit shorter 
than the minimum runlength. 

5. (currently amenLd) Device as claimed in claim 3, wherein the 
encoding means comprise synchronizing means-(W for providing said 
at least one long/mark-fW in the synchronizing pattern-eW at a 
runlength longer/than the sum of the maximum runlength and the 
runlength of the/ link mar k ( 8 4). > . .. 



6. (currently imended) Device as claimed in claim 3, wherein the 
encoding means .^20,2Q). . comprise synchronizing means-(^ for 
providing the /synchronizing pattern-^ having said at least one 
long mark-^ followed by a short mark-4«^ of a runlength shorter 
than the maximum runlength, and the encoding means (28,29) are 
arranged for providing a second link signal element after the link 
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signal element at the [begin of the modulated signal, the second 
link signal element corresponding to a mark-e^ differing from the 
short mar k (82) . 

7 (currently amended) Device as claimed in claim 3, wherein the 
encoding means (28^9) comprise means-fS^ for variably selecting 
one out of a set of/ fixed linking sequences that each start with 
the link signal elXent followed by further signal elements for 
recording marks up/ to ^ a first synchronizing pattern, 
substantially ha J of the linking sequences of the set having an 
odd number of mark boundaries. 

8. (previously p/esented) Device as claimed in claim 7, wherein the 
linking sequence's have a fixed length .of .8 channel bits, and the 
set of fixed liiking sequences comprises 10100000 and 10100100, or 
10010000 and loloiOOlO, each 1 indicating a mark boundary. 

9. (currently Lended) Device as claimed in claim 3, wherein the 
device compriJes means (27) for .px u ccGoing or compressing digital 
or analog inpit signals j u c h .ao audio, and/or vido n into units of 
information. / 

10. (new) ThjL device, of ...claim 9,.. wherein the input signals are 
audio and/oD video signals. 

11. (new) oLice as claimed, in claim 4, wherein the encoding means 
comprise synchronizing means for providing said at least one long 
mark in thi synchronizing pattern at a runlength longer than the 
sum of the/ maximum, runlength and the runlength of the link mark. 

12. (new) (a record carrier . produced .b.y the method of claim 1. 
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13. (new) A method comprising: 

encoding an information unit; 

forming a recording signal of signal elements, the recording 
signal containing: a lilking signal element, a synchronizing 
pattern of signal elemJits, and the encoded information unit; 

selecting an addressable location on the track of a record 
carrier; 

scanning the traik up to a link position before the selected 

addressable location,/ and 

recording the recording signal as marks corresponding to the 
signal elements and karting at the link position, the marks having 
different run length's, the marks representing the information unit 
having run lengths Lat vary from a minimum run length to a maximum 
runlength, the: pat Jern of marks representing the synchronizing 
pattern not occurring in the marks representing the information 
unit and including/ a. long mark ..of at least, the maximum runlength, 
the mark representing the link signal element having a run length 
of at most the minimum runlength. 

14. (new) A recording device comprising: 

encoding mians for encoding at least one information unit, and 
for variably selecting ,one out of a set of fixed linking sequences 
that each starJ.with a link, signal/ element followed by further 
signal elementl, and for. providing a recording signal of signal 
elements, the /recording signal containing the selected linking 
sequence, a synchronizing pattern, .and the encoded information 
unit: and / 

recording means for. selecting an addressable location in the 
track of a rLord carrier,., and for scanning .said track up to a link 
position before the. selected .addressable location and for recording 
the recordiig signal starting at the link position, the marks 
having difflrent run lengths, the marks representing the 



information unit having run/ lengths that vary from a minimum run 
length to a maximum runlendth, the pattern of marks representing 
the synchronizing pattern Act occurring in the marks representing 
the information unit and including a long mark of at least the 
maximum runlength, the mirk representing the link signal element 
having a run length of Jt most the minimum runlength. 

15. (new) The method of claim 12, wherein: 

the runlengths a/e expressed in steps of a channel bit, and 
the link signal elem/nt is one channel bit shorter than the minimum 
runlength; 

the at least oL long element in the synchronizing pattern has 
a runlength longer/than the sum of the maximum runlength and the 
runlength of the Jink element; . : 

in the synch/ronizing pattern the^ at least one long element is 
followed, by. a sh/rt: element .of. a. runlength: shorter than the maximum 

runlength; / 

the recording signal includes a first link signal element at 
the beginning /of .the recording signal anc^ a second link signal 
element immediately following the first link signal element, the 
second, link iignal element having a different runlength then the 

first link signal element;. 

the method further comprise^ variably selecting one out of a 
set of fixid linking sequences that each start with the link signal 
element followed by further signal elements, , the further signal 
elements Ling immediately followed by a first synchronizing 
pattern, /and substantially half of the linking sequences of the set 
having, an odd number of. element boundaries; 

thi linking sequences have a. fixed length of 8 channel bits, 
and the/ set of fixed linking sequences including 10100000 and 
lOlOOlo'o, or 10010000 and lOOlQOlO, each: 1 indicating a element 
boundaiy; and 
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the method further c<|mprises processing or compressing digital 
or analog input signals sfch as audio and/or video into units of 
information. 

16. (new) A method compmsing: 

encoding an information unit; 

variably selecting/ one out of a set of fixed linking sequences 
that each start with a/link signal element followed by further 

signal elements; 

forming a recording signal of signal elements, the recording 
signal containing: tie selected linking sequence, a synchronizing 
pattern, and the endoded information unit; 

selecting an a^ressable location on the track of a record 

carrier; / 

scanning, the /track up , to., a link position before the selected 

addressable location, and 

recording th'e recording signal as marks corresponding to the 
signal elements Ld, starting at the link position, the marks having 
different run le'ngths, the marks representing the information unit 
having run leng,{:hs that vary from a minimum run length to a maximum 
runlength, the /pattern of .marks representing the synchronizing 
pattern not octurring in the marks representing the information 
unit and inclu'ding a long mark of at . least the, maximum runlength, 
the mark representing the link.. signal .element- having a run length 
of at most thl.minimum.runlength, the linking sequences each have a 
fixed length/of ,8 channel bits., the set of fixed linking sequences 
being selectLd from: a first set including 10100000 and 10100100; 
and a second set including 10010000. and 10010010; wherein each 1 
indicating L mark boundary and the number of O's between I's 
indicating Ue run length.between mark boundaries. 



17. (new) A recording device comprising: 



encoding means for encoding at least on^ information unit, and 
for variably selecting one out of a set^o/ fixed linking sequences 
that each start with a link signal eLe4nt followed by further 
signal elements, and for providing/a recording signal of signal 
elements, the recording signal G6ntaining the selected linking 
sequence, a synchronizing patt4n, and the encoded information 

unit: and / 

recording means foybelecting an addressable location in the 
track of a record carri4, and for scanning said track up to a link 
position before the selected addressable location and for recording 
the recording signal starting at the link position, the marks 
having dif ferent /un lengths, the marks representing the 
information uni/ having run lengths that vary from a minimum run 
length to a me^imum runlength, the pattern of marks representing 
the synchron/zing pattern not occurring in the marks representing 
the informZ'ion unit and including a long mark of at least the 
maximum rZilength, the mark representing the .link signal element 
having /run length of at most the minimum runlength, . the linking 
sequen<4s each, have a fixed length of 8 channel bits, the set of 
fixed/linking sequences being selected from: a first set including 
lOlWOOO and 10100100; and a second, set including 10010000 and 
lOyiOOlO; wherein each 1, indicating a mark boundary and the number 

/o's between I's indicating, the run length between mark 
boundaries. 



